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Cooking With Sty le  by Samuel T. Clover  

T H E  K I T C H E N  O F  T H E  H C & G  2 0 0 7  I D E A  H O U S E  S E T S  T H E  S T A G E  F O R  G O O D  D E S I G N  

As the heart of the home, a kitchen has to meet a variety of requirements—ease of use, maneuverabil ity and 

a style that's appropriate for both those intimate dinner parties and everyday living. For the 2007 HC&G Idea 

House, Tom Vecchio of Bilotta Kitchens had yet another challenge: to blend it in with Kyle Timothy Blood's 

casually elegant family room at the opposite end of a large, open space. Furthermore, unlike a traditional, 

enclosed kitchen, this room had limited wall space available to accommodate cabinets and appliances. "This 

was a bit of a challenging layout," Vecchio confesses. "There are only two main walls, and the rest is broken 

up by doorways and windows." 

To fuse the two spaces, which are separated by a dining area, Vecchio took cues from the wide, graceful 

archway that defines the kitchen entrance. "The kitchen is l ike a stage," Vecchio explains. "It's a large focal 

point and you can see it from the entire family room space. I wanted to blend it in with the family room so it 

almost became a part of it." To do this, he asked builder Rich Gherardi to install a barrel-vaulted ceil ing that 

mimics the archway, and installed a curved range hood that is accentuated by an arching mantel the color of 

driftwood. In addition, the top level of the two-tiered island at the kitchen's center also curves outward. "If 

you were to look at it from above, it is the same shape as the mantel, and if you're standing behind it and 

looking into the family room, you can see that the curvature of the island matches the arch shape and the 

ceil ing shape," Vecchio says. 

For cabinetry, Vecchio chose mahogany, which was painted and glazed to attain a beachy, windblown effect. 

"I knew some of the other designers were creating something beachy in feel, so we tried to keep things light, 

comfortable and relaxed. We chose mahogany because it's very durable, and the grain is different from other 

woods and picks up a whole different look when you paint it and glaze it," he says. Mahogany paneling was 

also applied to some of the appliances—all Viking, supplied through Delia, Inc.—including the twin built-in 

refrigerators, which otherwise would have overwhelmed views from the family room. (Two refrigerators were 

installed to accommodate large parties; built-in units are shallower than stand-alone refrigerators.) The 60-

inch range, which includes two ovens to take the place of a conventional wall-mounted double oven, boasts a 

glimmering stainless steel finish that's complemented by an earth-toned glass mosaic backsplash.  

Even the doorways were designed to feel more like a family room than a kitchen. Two glass-fronted china 

closets flank the archway on each side, and the entrance to the adjacent laundry room features two 

bookcases "so you don't feel l ike you're walking between cabinetry," says Vecchio. It's quite an entrance, 

indeed.  






